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June 16, 2020  

Dear Parents and Staff,  

On this last day of classes in our School District for the 2019-2020 school year, we are sending out our last 

parent and staff letter.   

Annual Election and Budget Vote 
Canvassing of Ballots for the Annual Election & Budget Vote will begin today June 16th, at 5PM in the 

gymnasium at South Side High School and is closed to visitors.  This event will be live-streamed on 

Optimum Channel 19, Fios Channel 36 and on YouTube at https://youtu.be/6XvCKELxMaE .  We are 

hoping that this tally of votes will conclude this evening.  
 However, because of the large volume of votes received by the School District we may need to continue the 

counting tomorrow.   At approximately 9PM tonight we should know whether or not we can conclude the 

process tonight or move it into tomorrow.  An announcement to that effect will be made at that time. Once all 

ballots are processed and a final tally is reached, the results will be live-streamed, posted on our website and 

social media and will be pushed out on the school district app.   

 
Board of Education Meeting 
The next Board of Education meeting is scheduled on June 17th at 7PM and will be live-streamed on 

Optimum Channel 19, Fios Channel 36 and on YouTube (the link is posted on the District website). This is a 

Public Works Session and there will be no Opportunities for Visitors. 

Graduation and Moving Up Ceremonies 
I would like to extend my congratulations to all of our fifth and eighth grade students as they move on to 

either the middle or high school.  We know that they are well prepared for the challenges that lay in front of 

them and look forward to becoming members of the Middle School Class of 2023 and the High School Class 

of 2024.   

 
We are still working on putting the final touches on our graduation ceremony for South Side High School 

students.  Even though we were not able to do so in person, we have been able to celebrate their many and 

varied accomplishments and awards in athletics and academics through online ceremonies.  We look forward 

to celebrating with our graduating seniors at the end of their four years at South Side High School on June 

26, 2020.  As we get closer to that date, more specific information will be shared with graduating seniors by 

Mr. Murphy, High School Principal.   

 
Summer Resources 
As we move towards the summer, please note that we have created a summer resource page for those parents 

and youngsters who wish to avail themselves of additional summer work.   iPads will stay with all families, 

except for seniors, this summer.   Our tech support for our iPads, studentsupport@rvcschools.org, will stay 

active throughout the summer.  In addition, updated iPad insurance options for the summer are on the 

summer resource page as well.   
Please click here for the summer resource page 

https://www.rvcschools.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=494107&pageId=12043258. 
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Summer Programs 
Registration for K-8 Summer Enrichment Programs opened this morning and will continue through July 

10th. We look forward to working with your children this summer!  Registration for the  High School 

Enrichment Seminars, scheduled to take place between August 3rd and August 20th, will open in the next 

week. An email notification will be sent when the registration opens.  All students who will require 

remediation of Middle School or High School coursework will be notified by their school counselors and 

registered for summer remediation courses.   

 
Playgrounds 
As you may be aware, the Governor recently indicated that playgrounds and fields could reopen.  Therefore, 

the playgrounds and fields at all of our school buildings are now open to the public.  We ask that people 

continue to follow the guidelines of social distancing and wear masks when this is not possible.  

 
Food Distribution 
Food distribution will continue until June 30th at South Side Middle School.  We have not received any 

information from the State extending the program into the summer.  If we find out that the program will 

continue, we will certainly share that information with the community.     

 
Farewell 

I’d like to thank our entire administrative, instructional and support staff, for their work to make this last 

third of our school year a meaningful and productive experience for all of our students.    I also need to thank 

all of our families for inviting us into their homes and supporting their children's participation in this remote 

learning experience.  The effectiveness of our instruction would never have been fully realized was it not for 

the very positive and productive relationships that have evolved between families and staff.  I also need to 

thank every student in Rockville Centre who became a very different kind of student after March 13th, our 

last day of classes.  They adapted to learn in a very different environment and successfully and productively 

navigated the various ways in which our instruction and support were provided.  They have been resilient, 

patient and persistent and, because of all of those ingredients, will enter the new school year prepared to take 

on the challenges of the next grade.   

It is with a heavy heart that I write to you for the last time as your Superintendent of Schools. The Rockville 

Centre School District has been my home for the last 40 years and 34 of those years as your Superintendent. 

It has been my honor and privilege to serve this incredible community and I applaud the outstanding work of 

our staff, our Board of Education, our families and most of all our children who we have raised together.   

Sincerely, 

 
William H. Johnson, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

 

 


